
 Rabbi Kate Palley of Brooklyn, N.Y., has 
become Susquehanna Universityôs first 
director of Jewish life. Working independ-
ently and as part of the chaplainôs staff, 
Rabbi Palley is advising the Jewish stu-
dent organization, Hillel, and teaching 
academic courses that serve the Jewish 
studies minor and the central curriculum. 
She led Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
services earlier this fall, and is working 
with student leaders to plan Passover 
seders in the spring.   

 Rabbi Palley reports to Chaplain 
Radecke and works closely with Dr. Laur-
ence Roth, SUôs director of Jewish stud-
ies. ñOur vision for this new position is to 
unite leadership and support of students 
with effective classroom teaching,ò said 
Chaplain Radecke. ñThe search commit-

tee was impressed with Rabbi Palleyôs abilities and enthusiasm in both areas, 
and she is already making positive contributions on campus.ò  

 Before going to seminary, Rabbi Palley was director of Jewish campus life for 
Oberlin College Hillel in Oberlin, Ohio, from 1999-2002. More recently, she 
served a rabbinical fellowship at Congregation Shomrei Torah in Tallahassee, 
Fla., where she was among the first cohort of the Legacy Heritage Fund Rab-
binic Fellowship. She also provided end-of-life spiritual support for patients and 
their families as chaplain of the Mollie and Jack Zicklin Jewish Hospice in River-
dale, N.Y., and served as a rabbinic intern at the Park Slope Jewish Center in 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; chaplain at Norwalk Hospital in 
Norwalk, Conn.; and second-grade teacher at 
Temple Sholom in Greenwich, Conn.  

 Palley received her rabbinical ordination in May 
2009 from the Jewish Theological Seminary in 
New York City. She pursued post-graduate stud-
ies at the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in 
Jerusalem. She also holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in writing seminars from The Johns Hop-
kins University in Baltimore.  

Welcome Rabbi Palley! 
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òRabbi Palley is a wonderful 

addition to SU! I've really enjoyed 

working with her so far, and I think 

she really fits well with the 

students here.ò 

- Rachel Gilbert, Hillel 
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 For over a year, members of Habitat for Humanity 
from Bucknell University and Susquehanna University 
having been working together to raise money for a 
home for the Lopezes, a family of four from Lewisburg. 
This past September, that work came to fruition when 
the three-bedroom ranch-style house was completed. 
The family moved into the home after a dedication 
ceremony on Saturday, September 19

th
. 

 Together, students from both schoolsô chapters raised 
$20,000 to help pay for the cost of the $80,000 house. 
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CROP Walk ô09 

Habitat House Dedication  

SPLASH 

 The Selinsgrove/Susquehanna University CROP Walk was held September 
27th. It was a great success despite the rainy weather. There were over 100 
walkers present and who have raised $4,000 to date.  Chaplain Mark Radecke 
gave a commissioning. After Patrick Walker, Regional Director of CROP Walk, 
said a few words, the red ribbon was cut and the walkers started their 6 mile 
journey. The participants learned more about world hunger via interaction cen-
ters that were placed along the routes in either the field house or around Selins-
grove. Karen Ward, Deacon of Service, would like to extend a big thanks to all 
who participated in the event. It was very exciting to see so many people from 
the community and SU come out to fight against world hunger.  

 Members of the 2009 Summer SPLASH (Students Pro-
moting Leadership and Awareness in Serving the Home-
less) team met with Congressional Representative Chris 
Carney (PA-10

th
 Congressional District,). The group 

thanked him for his support of legislative initiatives to help 
people experiencing homelessness and encouraged him 
to support similar bills recently reintroduced in Congress. 
Sponsored jointly by SUôs Office of the Chaplain and 
Center for Civic Engagement, SPLASH is a program for 
incoming freshmen.  
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 The Fall Chapel Council Retreat was a great experience! 
With lots of time for community building, fun, food and laugh-
ter, the group had a fantastic weekend. Conversations and 
activities about leading a balanced life, how far we would go 
for God and lighting our inner fires, as well as a great camp-
fire (with sparklers!) and worship experience on Friday and 
Saturday evenings led to a weekend of spiritual growth and 
nurture as well as relationship building! Get Spring Retreat  
on your calendars now: February 26 -28, 2010! Hope to see 
you there! 
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Fair Trade Festival 

Peace Festival 

ñCome On, Jesus, Light My Fireò 

 The Peace Festival, an afternoon of crafts, recreation, 
and fellowship with residents of the Selinsgrove Center, a 
state facility for adults with mental handicaps, is sched-
uled for Sunday afternoon, November 8 , in the Meeting 
Rooms. Contact Karen Ward wardk@susqu.edu to volun-
teer. 

 An SU tradition for more than 20 years, Peace Festivals 
began in France several decades ago. They were devel-
oped by a Catholic layman concerned that people on the 
fringes of society were not able to participate meaningfully 
in the passing of the peace during weekly church services 
because they were separated from mainstream society 
through no fault of their own. Believing that every person 
has a gift to give the church, the layman invited commu-
nity members to join together with physically and mentally 
challenged people in a celebration of life. Susquehanna 
continues this tradition with its annual Peace Festival.  

 The third annual Fair Trade Festival will be held in Mellon Lounge on 
December 2nd -5th . On Wednesday there will be a kick-off event from 6 
PM - 8 PM that will feature music and entertainment during shopping. On 
Thursday and Friday the sale will run from 10 AM - 8 PM, and on Satur-
day from 10 AM - 5 PM. This year the sale will include merchandise from 
10,000 Villages, Handmade Expressions, Equal Exchange Coffee, and 
Divine Chocolates. Heifer International and Church World Services Best 
Gift will also be represented. For more information about this sale that 
hopes to raise funds and awareness for social justice, please contact 
Jess Bontempo at bontempo@susqu.edu for general information, and 
Karen Ward at wardk@susqu.edu to volunteer. 


