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Susquehanna University Learning Goals

Faculty, Staff, and Students

Which of the university learning goals are most clearly related to sustainability? If you broaden your
definition of sustainability beyond simply environmental sustainability, can you identify additional
relevant learning goals?

How do the SU Learning Goals compare to your personal goals? In other words, are these the type
of goals you hope to accomplish as the result of attending SU? If not, could you identify a set of
personal learning goals that you would ideally meet by the time you graduate from college?

“The Tamarisk Hunter” (originally published in High Country News)
Paolo Bacigalupi

Why do you think the author chose to name the drought “Big Daddy”?

Why are Tamarisk hunters also referred to as water ticks? Why does Lolo reseed the Tamarisk after
he harvests the plants?

Why must all of the water flow to California? What do you know about how water rights are
determined when a river flows through multiple states or countries?

What is the “straw”? Why is Lolo so amazed that Travis has seen the straw?
What is meant by the author’s use of the phrase “water bounty”? Why does California decide to end
the water bounty program? How does Lolo react to the news that the program is ending? If you were

Lolo, would you accept the check? If not, what would you do?

What are Lolo’s views on environmentalists? Do you find yourself sympathizing with his views given
his situation?

“The War on College Cafeteria Trays” (originally published in 7ime)
Maya Curry

Do you think your food selections would change if trays were available? If so, how do you imagine

they would differ?

Did you have trays in your high school cafeteria? If so, how do you think you would react if trays
were removed? Do you think your reaction would change if the effort to remove trays was student-
driven? If information was provided about why they were being removed?



What other sustainable practices can you think of that, when first implemented, might seem
inconvenient? Do you think the feelings of inconvenience would diminish over time, or does the
inconvenience associated with the practice remain?

In the case of trayless dining, do you think personal inconveniences are offset by the resources

(natural and monetary) saved as a result of the practice?

“Green Destiny: Universities Leading the Way to a Sustainable Future”
(originally published in BioScience)
Christopher Uhl & Amy Anderson

Were sustainability issues an important part of your college selection process?

Do you agree with the authors’ assertion that it is the role of colleges and universities to address
ecological and social challenges in the classroom? In their policies and practices?

The authors’ also assert that sustainability should become the “central organizing focus for higher
education.” Do you agree?

Using your own words, describe the five core principles of sustainability set for by the authors in this
article.

Which of the nine proposals to integrate sustainability into higher education do you think will be
the easiest to achieve? Which do you think will be met with the most resistance?

“Putting the Earth in Play: Environmental Awareness and Sports” (originally published in

Environmental Health Perspectives)
Charles W. Schmidt

What sports do you play (or watch)? Have you ever considered the sustainability of those particular
sports?

What sport do you think is the most sustainable with respect to environmental impact?

Summarize the negative environmental impacts of three of the sports described in this article. Do
these sports have any positive environmental impacts? What other types of positive impacts do these
sports make?



Schmidt discusses a review of the literature completed by Stuart Cohen and published in a peer-
reviewed scholarly journal. In this article, Cohen reports that there is little evidence that golf courses
harm the environment. How was Cohen’s research funded? Does the source of funding lead you to
question the validity of the results?

NASCAR was permitted to use leaded gasoline long after the Environmental Protection Agency
banned leaded gasoline in consumer vehicles. Why do you think an exemption to the Clean Air Act
was written to allow the practice of using leaded gasoline to continue in NASCAR racing? Do you
know of any other exemptions?

Synopsis of the ELCA's Social Statement on Economic Life
ELCA

Why are issues such as poverty, livelihood, and human dignity being considered in a statement on
sustainability?

What, if anything, do you know about the views of other religious traditions on issues related to
sustainability? Related to humans interaction with and responsibility for the natural world?

The document states, “Many of us have far more than we need, and fall into bondage to what we
have.” Can you think of examples of this (in your own life, or that of someone you know)?

Do you agree with the biblically-grounded imperative of “sufficient, sustainable livelihood for all”?

Excerpts from Animal, Vegetable, Miracle
“Called Home” & Stalking the “Vegetannual,” Barbara Kingsolver
“Oily Food,” “Hungry World,” & “The Global Equation,” Steven L. Hopp
“Taking Local on the Road,” Camille Kingsolver

"A majority of North Americans do understand, at some level, that our food choices are politically
charged," says Kingsolver, "affecting arenas from rural culture to international oil cartels and global
climate change." How do politics affect America's food production and consumption? What global
ramifications are there for the food choices we make? (from Harper Collins Reading Guide at
http://www.harpercollins.com/author/authorExtra.aspx?isbn13=9780060852559&display T'ype=read

ingGuide)

Kingsolver advocates the pleasures of seasonal eating, but she acknowledges that many people would
view this as deprivation "because we've grown accustomed to the botanically outrageous condition of
having everything always.” Do you believe that American society can—or will— overcome the need for
instant gratification in order to be able to eat seasonally? How does Kingsolver present this aspect in


http://www.harpercollins.com/author/authorExtra.aspx?isbn13=9780060852559&displayType=readingGuide
http://www.harpercollins.com/author/authorExtra.aspx?isbn13=9780060852559&displayType=readingGuide

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle? Did you get the sense that she and her family ever felt deprived in their
eating options? (from Harper Collins Reading Guide)

Kingsolver points out that eating what we want, when we want comes "at a price.” The cost, she says, "is
not measured in money, but in untallied debts that will be paid by our children in the currency of
extinctions, economic unravelings, and global climate change." What responsibility do we bear for
keeping the environment safe for future generations? How does eating locally factor in to this? (from

Harper Collins Reading Guide)

Kingsolver asserts that "we have dealt to today's kids the statistical hand of a shorter life expectancy than
their parents, which would be us, the ones taking care of them." How is our "thrown-away food culture”
a detriment to children's health? She also says, "We're raising our children on the definition of
promiscuity if we feed them a casual, indiscriminate mingling of foods from every season plucked from
the supermarket.” What responsibility do parents have to teach their children about the value and
necessity of a local food culture? (from Harper Collins Reading Guide)

Do you know the natural growing season of your favorite fruits and vegetables? Do you know what
area of the world they are imported from when you purchase them at the grocery store at other times
of the year? Would you be able to recognize the plant from which your favorite fruit or vegetable

?
comes?

How would you characterize the food culture in your family’s home? In your grandparent’s home?
Do you agree with Kingsolver that we lack a food culture? What is your favorite food culture? Do
you know anything about the food cultures found in Snyder county?

“The Consumer: A Republic of Fat”
(from The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A natural history of four meals)
Michael Pollan

In what ways are cheap calories beneficial? Harmful? Consider this question at both the individual level
and the population level?

Discuss the role cheap corn played in fueling the “alcohol republic” in the early 1800s. In what ways was
that time period similar to today (a time Pollan refers to as the “republic of fat”)?

What happened to the surplus calories produced from corn 200 plus years ago? What is happening to
these surplus calories today?

What is high fructose corn syrup and how is it produced? How many food items that you eat contain
high fructose corn syrup?



Discus alternative, though not mutually exclusive, explanations for the worldwide increase in obesity.

Michael Pollan approaches eating as an activity filled with ethical issues. Do you agree that the act of
cating is as morally weighty as he says it is? What questions concern you most about the way you eat or
the way your food is created? (from Penguin Group Discussion Guide at
http://us.penguingroup.com/static/rguides/us/omnivores_dilemma.html)

Pollan also shows a number of instances in which government policies have apparently worsened the
crisis in our food culture. What do you think should be the proper role of government in deciding how
we grow, process, and eat our food? (from The Penguin Group Discussion Guide)

Has Michael Pollan changed the way you think about food? (from The Penguin Group Discussion
Guide)

Do you think that the way Americans eat reveals anything about our national character and broader
shared values? How is Pollan’s writing a statement not only about American eating, but about
American culture and life? (from The Penguin Group Discussion Guide)

In The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Pollan quotes the words of Wendell Berry: “Eating is an agricultural act.”
What does Berry mean by this, and why is his message so important to Pollan’s writing? (from The
Penguin Group Discussion Guide)

What, in the course of his writing, does Michael Pollan reveal about his own personality? What
do you like about him? What, if anything, rubs you the wrong way? (from The Penguin Group
Discussion Guide)

“Sustainable Business Makes Dollars and Sense” (originally published in
Environmental Health Perspectives)
Scott Fields

Have you seen changes in how products are marketed to consumers over the course of your lifetime?
Is attention to sustainability becoming more prevalent in marketing campaigns?

Given two products that you would consider of equal value, would you be willing to pay more for

one of them if it was produced in a more sustainable manner?
Is it important to you to invest in socially responsible businesses or mutual funds (SRIs)?

How can you, as a consumer, place pressure on businesses to set sustainability as a priority in their

operations?


http://us.penguingroup.com/static/rguides/us/omnivores_dilemma.html

How can businesses be held accountable for nonsustainable business practices? How is British
Petroleum (BP) being held accountable for the environmental damage it has caused in the Gulf of
Mexico? Do you think the penalties are sufficient? Do you think the residents and local businesses
affected by the spill are being adequately compensated for their losses? Do you think the degree to
which BP is being penalized is commensurate with the damage they have caused?

“First-Aid for the Earth”
(from American Green: The Obsessive Quest for the Perfect Lawn)
Ted Steinberg

In what ways do lawns (and their maintenance) negatively impact the environment? According to
the turf grass industry, what are some of the benefits of the lawn?

Do you think that Scott’s effort to promote lawns as environmentally beneficial is an example of
greenwashing? How do you think the Steinberg would answer this question?

Discuss the process of “raising grass seed.” What are the negative environmental effects of the
process?

What loopholes exist in the EPA’s policy as it relates to chemicals applied to grass? Where else in the
common reading have you read about particular groups being exempt from environmental policies?

What is our aesthetic sense trained to admire about traditional landscaping (lawns, weed control,
watering, etc.)? Do you think this is hard-wired or learned? Some colleges are implementing a “no-
mow’ policy for certain areas of campus. How do you think such an area would be received by
prospective students? Current students? Where could we place such an area on our campus? How
do you think it would be accepted here?

Steinberg tells the story of Harold Simmons, a California billionaire who insisted on watering his 23
acre lawn despite drought conditions that had his neighbors spray painting their front lawns green.
What are your reactions to this story? Would you classify this as a case of “affluenza”

“The Bottleneck” (from The Future of Life)
E.O. Wilson

What is the problem, as Wilson sees it, with the economic approach to environmental policy? What is
lost if everything is translated into monetary value? What is indicated, in terms of the American
approach to environmental responsibility, by the fact that the United States refuses for economic
reasons to adopt the Kyoto Climate Protocol to reduce greenhouse gases? (from Random House



Discussion Guide at
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780679450788&view=rg)

How does the GPI (genuine progress indicator) differ from the GNP (gross national product)? What
would be accomplished if governments adopted the GPI instead of the GNP? (from Random House
Discussion Guide)

Describe the three interrelated social forces that are leading to a declining global population.
How does population age structure affect future population growth?
What is the predicted carrying capacity of the earth to support humans?

What are the geographic hurdles that make the growing Chinese population size even more dangerous?
How is the population in China likely to affect the global economy?

Why do you think environmentalism is often seen as a “special interest lobby” in the US?
yaoy p y

In the developed world, where the majority of people live in urban and suburban environments, a sense
of alienation from wild nature is quite common. Given that this is the case, how difficult is it for people
to feel alarmed about the perilous state of the Earth and its disappearing species, encroaching oceans,
and melting ice caps? What sort of leap of the imagination do people have to make to become
committed environmentalists? Do most people in America think about how their consumer behaviors,
for instance, affect people, animals, and nature in biologically threatened areas of the developing world?
(from Random House Discussion Guide)

Wilson argues that our evolutionary history predisposes us to be somewhat indifferent to
environmental concerns. Explain why this might be the case. In what ways is this argument similar to
that made by Pollan in “The Consumer: A republic of fat”?

Wilson makes the statement that “the freeing of women socially and economically results in fewer
children.” Why do you think this occurs? What importance does this have for the future of countries
in which the rights of women are not fully realized, for example, in Afghanistan or similar countries?

“The Effect of China's One-Child Family Policy after 25 Years” (originally published in the
New England Journal of Medicine)
Therese Hesketh, Li Lu & Zhu Wei Xing

Discuss the circumstances that led to the introduction of China’s one-child family policy.


http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780679450788&view=rg

How is the policy enforced? Is it uniformly enforced (i.e. without respect to social class, geographic
region, etc)? Are there any groups that are exempt from China’s one-child policy? If so, why?

How effective has the policy been at accomplishing what it set out to achieve?
Discuss the unforeseen consequences of the policy. Can you think of other social policies that have
had similar unanticipated consequences following implementation?

How does the sex ratio vary with birth order in China? What factors are likely to be causing these
patterns? What are some of the consequences of the imbalanced sex ration?

If you were involved in setting future policy to control population growth in China, what would you

recommend?

“Our Carbon Copies (or, Too Many Americans)” (from Hoz, Flat and Crowded:
Why We Need a Green Revolution - And How it Can Renew America)
Thomas L. Friedman

In your community, who has the most obvious case of affluenza? (from Farrar, Straus, and Giroux
Discussion Guide at http://www.thomaslfriedman.com/files/hot flat and crowded guide.pdf)

What does it mean to live an “American” lifestyle? Why would it be problematic if a significantly larger
portion of the global population were to do so? Is a consumer-based lifestyle sustainable on a global
scale?

Freidman was told by one Egyptian cabinet minister that “it is like the developed world ate all of the
hors d’oeuvres , all of the entrees, and all of the deserts and then invited the developing world for a little
coffee ‘and asked us to split the whole bill."”” What do you think is meant by the phrase “split the whole
bill”?

What is an “Americum”? How is the number of Americums predicted to change in the future?

Describe the “cradle to cradle” concept. What are the benefits of this practice? What are the challenges
associated with it?

Friedman describes his visit to an ultra-green Wal-Mart in McKinney, Texas, and the highly
unecological urban sprawl he had to ride through to get there. In what way is this a microcosm of
America's current approach to Code Green? (from Farrar, Straus, and Giroux Discussion Guide)

At the heart of Friedman's argument is the notion that market demands drive innovation. What would
it take to transform America's perception so that the Code Green message is seen as a key to prosperity?
How has the image of environmentalism changed during your lifetime? (from Farrar, Straus, and


http://www.thomaslfriedman.com/files/hot_flat_and_crowded_guide.pdf

Giroux Discussion Guide)

Friedman decries halfhearted attempts at environmental change, comparing them to a party rather than
a revolution. At your workplace, in your neighborhood, and within your circle of friends, is it
fashionable to go green? Is it taken seriously enough to become a bona fide movement, and then a
revolution, where you live? (from Farrar, Straus, and Giroux Discussion Guide)

One of Friedman's conclusions is that "it is much more important to change your leaders than your
lightbulbs." How will this play out in upcoming elections at all levels, local, state, and federal? What will
the legacy of those elected officials be? How can you help to lead the Code Green revolution? (from
Farrar, Straus, and Giroux Discussion Guide)

Do you agree with Friedman's prediction that Chinese capitalism will signal the death of the European
welfare state? Is there evidence of this in the current economic crisis being experienced in European
counties like Greece? What other repercussions will rising affluence within the Chinese middle class be
likely to have? (from Farrar, Straus, and Giroux Discussion Guide)

Does reading this selection evoke any emotional reaction from you as Friedman criticizes America, such
as guilt? Do you think feeling guilt over affluenza is a positive or negative thing?

“Time for a Smarter Approach to Global Warming”
(originally published in The Wall Street Journal)
Bjorn Lomborg

What is the argument Lomborg is making in this article?

Do you agree with his argument? If so, why? If not, what flaws do you find in the argument?
What was the goal of the Kyoto Protocol? The Copenhagen Climate Conference? Why does
Lomborg think the Kyoto Protocol was ineffective? What was the outcome of the Copenhagen

Climate Conference?

Why does Lomborg argue that reducing carbon emissions is not an effect strategy to combat global
warming? Where does he think our efforts should be concentrated?

Why do you think people have a difficult time placing long-term needs above short-term needs? Do
you think we ever have an ethical obligation to do so? If so, under what circumstances?
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Readings from Sand County Almanac
“Thinking like a Mountain” & “The Land Ethic”
Aldo Leopold

Leopold describes vividly his experiences with nature. Can you recall natural places that made a strong
impression on you? (from the Oxford University Press Discussion Guide at
http://www.aldoleopold.org/resources/asca%20discussion%20guide.pdf)

In “Thinking Like a Mountain” how does the naturalist decipher the hidden meaning of the wolf’s call?
What does the mountain represent? What is the consequence of not thinking like a mountain? (from
the Oxford University Press Discussion Guide)

Leopold wrote in the 1940’s, “The land-relation is still strictly economic, entailing privileges but not
obligations.” What would you say is our land-relation today? (from the Oxford University Press
Discussion Guide)

Do you agree that man’s role as conqueror of nature is eventually self-defeating? (from the Oxford
University Press Discussion Guide)

Leopold says the land ethic is extending a community’s sensibilities to all members of the community,
nonhuman as well as human. What would that mean in your life or community? (from the Oxford
University Press Discussion Guide)

In thinking about your “land ethic,” does it emanate primarily from self interest, or from a true interest
in non-human elements? (from the Oxford University Press Discussion Guide)

Consider this statement: “A land ethic changes the role of humans from conqueror of the land
community to plain members and citizens of it. It implies respect for his fellow-members, and also
respect for the community as such.” How would you apply this ethic in practice? (from the Oxford
University Press Discussion Guide)

Do you agree with this passage: “A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and
beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.” Was Leopold suggesting that the
integrity of the biotic community supersedes the concerns for its individual members? What are the
implications of this concept for you? (from the Oxford University Press Discussion Guide)

What is the interplay between the land ethic and human-centered cultural values (e.g., human rights vs.
population control)? Does democracy affect our view of the earth? (from the Oxford University Press
Discussion Guide)
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“Easter Island's End” (originally published in Discover)
Jared Diamond

Why did the Islanders the Easter Island population collapse?
Could they have avoided what happened?
Do you think that something like this could happen today? How about in the United States?

Some demographers warn that we are headed for a disaster similar to that of Easter Island. Others hope
that we will be more clever and perceptive than the unhappy people who destroyed the resource base on
which they depended. What do you think? How will we recognize and respond to excess population
and consumption levels?

How important are leaders in determining the ecological success or failure of a civilization? To what
extent did bad leadership contribute to or cause the collapse Diamond talks about? What about in our
own culture—do you think progress will come from enlightened leadership or rather from grassroots
activism? (from Penguin Groups Discussion Guide for Collapse at
http://us.penguingroup.com/static/rguides/us/collapse.html)
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