The Selinsgrove Area CROP Walk,
organized by SU’'s Deacon of Service
since 2001, was held on Sunday,
September 25th. More than 100 walkers
raised close to $4,000. A ministry of
Church World Service, CROP Walks
around the country raise funds and
awareness to combat world hunger.

Church World Service works with part-
ners in the U.S. and around the world to
build interfaith and intercultural coalitions
to eradicate hunger and poverty and promote peace and justice. Together with partners
like the SU Religious Life community, they support sustainable grassroots development,
disaster relief, and refugee assistance.

For more information on participating in service events like CROP Walk on campus,
please contact Lorrie Murdock, the Deacon of Service, at murdock@susqu.edu.
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At the fall Christian Fellowship retreat, held during the last
weekend of September, members from various religious life
organizations gathered to explore what it means to bring
the Kingdom of Heaven to earth. From drawing pictures of
heaven to discussing what it means to be a Christian in
today's hurting world, the retreat was a perfect segue into
next semester's retreat taking place in Baltimore. Be on the
lookout for more information for a retreat of word and
service, February 10-12, 2012.

On Sept. 26th, the Department of Philosophy and Religion and the Office of the
Chaplain hosted best-selling author Robert D. Putnam for this year's Alice Pope
Shade Lecture. Putnam discussed research and analysis from his most recent
book, American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us, which explores
illuminating trends regarding the ways in which religion factors into the lives of real
Americans.

The Alice Pope Shade lecture spotlights nationally and internationally renowned
religious scholars and leaders who explore the role religion plays in various aspects
of public life—civic, social, spiritual, political, moral and environmental—and in the
formation of individual character. The lectures are made possible by the Alice Pope
Shade Fund, established in 1983.

On Sept. 6th, SU hosted a panel discussion to explore how
social justice issues are framed within the three world
religions that trace their beginnings to the biblical character
* Abraham. “And Abraham Ran to Welcome the Visitors:
Jewish, Christian and Muslim Perspectives on Social Justice”
featured various perspectives on social justice as presented
by Rev. Mark Wm. Radecke, university chaplain and

™ scholar and Muslim student advisor at Towson University.
Each panelist emphasized the importance of respecting
differences while focusing on the similarities between the
faiths, such as the importance of service, in order to create a
more just world.
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In an effort to foster interfaith dialogue on campus, a new
religious diversity group has been formed here at Sus-
guehanna. The club is called T.R.U.T.H.: The Religions
Unite Towards Harmony. The ultimate purpose of this
club is to provide a space to learn and understand other
faiths, as well as to discuss various interfaith topics while
also emphasizing the importance of service within the
community. All are welcome to join the meetings on
Wednesdays at 8:30 PM in Mellon Lounge. For more in-
formation, contact Tom Natalini at natalini@susqu.edu.
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SU's 5" annual Fair Trade Festival will be held
December 8-10 in Mellon Lounge. Chocolate, coffee,
tea, and many hand-crafted items from around the world
will be sold. This festival supports workers in various
countries by selling their wares and providing them fair
wages.
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Residents of the Selinsgrove Center, a home for
mentally handicapped adults, will enjoy an afternoon of
fun with SU students on November 13th . Various
groups will participate during this day by sharing with the
residents music, crafts, and bingo. The Peace Festival
will be held in the Meeting Rooms from 1:30 to 5:00
PM.
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Cartons to make Christmas boxes for children around |
the world who otherwise would not get Christmas |

presents are available outside Horn Meditation Chapel.
Monetary donations to support shipping costs are

greatly appreciated as well. Box collection will be during } -

the first week of November .
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Tuesday Night Watch is a Christian group that meets every Tuesday at 10:00

PM in Horn Meditation Chapel. This year TNW is focusing on "Biblical Politics,” .
discussing the ways in which current world events impact our own faith lives. Q ‘\é/
Each month we also have fun Tuesdays that range from going to dinner, a,@é’ \@
watching a movie, doing crafts, etc. If you have any questions contact TNW

leader Kelsey Fitting, Deacon of Worship, fitting@susg.edu.
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Hillel is off to a great start this year! The First Friday Shabbat
Dinner on September 2 was a hit. New students and Hillel
members gathered at the Hillel House to celebrate. During the
High Holidays and the new year, students attended services at
Congregation Beth El in Sunbury. Students then can look
forward to more Bagel Brunches and First Friday Shabbat
Dinners in the coming months. Although Sukkot was mostly
celebrated during Fall Break, Sushi in the Sukkah was held in
October in the Sukkah on Deg Lawn.
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All chapel services begin in Weber Chapel at 11 AM  on Sundays, except where noted.

11/6

11/7

11/13

11/17

11/20

12/4

12/6

12/8 - 10

12/13/11 -
1/14/12

Family Weekend worship service, featuring the SU Chorale

Handbell Choir Concert, 8 PM Stretansky Hall

Peace Festival, 1:30 PM - 5 PM Meeting Rooms (see page 3 for more info)

Multi-Faith Gathering of Thanksgiving, 8 PM Weber Chapel

Worship in a New Key - Jazz Vespers, 6:30 PM Weber Chapel (see page 5 for more info)
Chancel decorating for the Christmas Candlelight Service, after Chapel Service
Christmas Candlelight Service, 7:30 PM Weber Chapel

Fair Trade Festival, Mellon Lounge

SU CASA/Central America Service Adventure



Lutheran Student Movement is thriving this semester
with new and old members. The group meets every
Monday at 10:00 pm in Horn Meditation Chapel,
either for a night of worship, or an activity.
Throughout the semester LSM has fun nights to take
a break from the daily routine of campus life. For
more information, contact Lorrie Murdock at
murdock@susqu.edu.
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Sunday evenings: 609 Orange Street 7:30 PM-8:30 PM
Overall theme: Jesus' Parables

11/6 The Dishonest Steward

11/13 Forgiveness

12/4 The short parables (Pearl of Great
Price, etc.)
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Susquehanna’s Worship in a New Key series provides
opportunities for campus and community members—
including pastors, congregational leaders, and worship and
music committees, as well as students and parishioners—
to experience diverse styles of worship. On September
25th, the Office of the Chaplain and the Department of
Music offered a Taizé Eucharist worship service, which
featured meditative singing and centering prayer to allow
the truth of the words to sink into the subconscious mind
and create a space for personal prayer and communion
with God. The series continues on Nov. 20 with Jazz
Vespers, featuring the Josh Davis Jazz Ensemble, and on
Feb. 12, 2012, with a contemporary/alternative worship
service. All services are scheduled for 6:30 PM in Weber
Chapel.
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A multi-faith gathering of more than 75
students, faculty, staff, and community
members witnessed the rededication of
Susquehanna  University’'s  Sept. 11
memorial, marking the 10th anniversary of
that tragic day. Representatives of Jewish,
Catholic, Protestant, Muslim and humanist
traditions spoke at the gathering. The
campus memorial honors two
Susquehanna alumni, Chris Vialonga '93
and Colleen Supinski '96, who perished in
their World Trade Center offices when
airplanes struck the twin towers. A
commemorative piece of steel from New
York’s World Trade Center weighing 124
pounds was installed between the twin
columns honoring Vialonga and Supinski.
Black & white photography provided by
Tierney Ayers.

) $ % 17 # 8
1 * 2 9
%966 /+ ' 6:::12

For future issues of the Religious Life eNewsletter, please send all news items to lan
Doherty, editor, at dohertyi@susqu.edu.




