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All streams of PA have a designated use
- Huge resource 

- 8,011 named tributaries: 37,386 total miles 

- 54,714 un-named tributaries: 45,900 total miles

Total: 62,725 streams,  83,286 miles

Use determined by DEP
- Wild trout waters receive greater protection under PA Code

Coldwater Fishes (CWF) 25 Pa. Code Chapter 93.
- Wetlands located in or along floodplain of wild trout 

streams protected as Exceptional Value Wetlands.

Pennsylvania Streams



Pennsylvania Streams

Lack of assessment of tributary streams
- 52% of named, 2% of un-named tributaries sampled

Inadequate water quality protection
- Unassessed waters likely contain trout

Potential for expansion of wild trout waters



PFBC Unassessed Waters Initiative



Goal
Proactively identify and properly classify 
the most at-risk streams which support 
naturally reproducing trout populations in 
order to protect, conserve and enhance 
those waters as wild trout streams.

PFBC Unassessed Waters Initiative


